


“THE OLDEST INSTITUTION IN LEBANON”


TENNESSEE & PACIFIC RAILROAD


Except for a short segment retained for industrial use, this line is abandoned. It passed through the following counties and sites:





Wilson Co.:		Lebanon, Tucker’s Gap, Leeville, Silver Springs, Mt. Juliet





Davidson Co.:		Green Hill, Hermitage, Donelson, Mud Tavern, Nashville








	Many people traveling between Lebanon and Nashville will take I-40, missing the communities between the two cities altogether. Others will drive on Lebanon Road (US 70) and pass through Donelson, Hermitage and Mt. Juliet. The names of the other tiny hamlets along this route are foreign to all but those few people who still live in them. 


Prior to the 1870’s there wasn’t much here. Andrew Jackson built his Hermitage plantation where it still is in the community of the same name. En-route from Nashville, if the weather made travel arduous, Jackson would spend the night at Mud Tavern, west of the Stones River. Nearby was the tiny community of McWhirtersville which would later name itself Donelson in honor of Rachel Donelson, Jackson’s wife. About half way between Nashville and Lebanon was a hill called “Mount Juliet” upon which only a few people remained as the town was nearly dead. Besides Andy Jackson and the Donelson’s, about the only thing that was really going great guns was a stagecoach horse supply industry in Lebanon.


Everything was about to change. . .


Sporting the grand title of Tennessee & Pacific Railroad Company, the line had been chartered in 1866 to build a railroad, via connections where possible, from Knoxville, through Lebanon, Nashville and Memphis, to Jackson, Mississippi. Well, nothing of the sort ever happened. Between 1869 and 1871 the T&P would construct the only segment of the line that would come to be; between Lebanon and Nashville. The line opened in time for the festivities of the Wilson County Fair in late September, 1871. 


The railroad maintained its headquarters in Lebanon. There it built a huge Victorian style Combination Passenger and Freight Station and General Office Building. The building was two stories high overall with a four story tower at one end. The station, shop facilities and yard were located ½ mile south of Lebanon city square. A sizable lumber yard was located at the same site; Lumber, butter, flour and other agricultural products were shipped on the railroad from Lebanon to Nashville. Then and now, the city of Lebanon owes a debt of gratitude for its economic growth to this little railroad (and its successors).


In 1870, those few folks that remained in Mt. Juliet abandoned their hill, ½ mile south of where the railroad passed through, and set up shop on either side of the tracks. That’s why you won’t find any “mounts” anywhere in Mt. Juliet. 


Besides the station in Lebanon, during the 1870’s the T&P had depots in Tucker’s Gap, Stringtown (Leeville), Silver Springs, Mt. Juliet, Green Hill, Hermitage, Donelson, Mud Tavern� and  Mt. Olivet�. In 1872 the T&P built its Nashville depot on Cherry Street (4th Avenue) at Hart Street, just south of the old Nashville & Decatur RR station and the old Nashville City Cemetery. From here the T&P used about 1 ½ miles of NC&StL tracks south to a point called Lebanon Junction. From this junction the T&P tracks headed east toward Lebanon.





The T&P appeared outwardly to be successful, but management had its financial difficulties and failed to repay its debts. The line was seized by the state and sold to the NC&StL in 1877. The Dixie Line allowed the T&P to retain its own identity until 1888, after which it became the NC&StL Lebanon Branch. In 1894 when the Nashville & Knoxville RR was completed from Monterey to Lebanon, a profitable lumber, coal and passenger interchange developed between the two railroads. The NC&StL eventually dropped the older T&P stations in Nashville, Mt. Olivet and Mud Tavern, but retained all of the depots from Donelson to Lebanon.


The Tennessee Central Ry would be the major contributor to the demise of the old T&P/Lebanon Branch. Built between 1901-1902 the TC would parallel the Lebanon Branch and built its own depots to sap passengers from the line. When the Nashville & Knoxville RR was merged into the TC, this eliminated much of the coal and lumber freight as well. In time the TC provided a link-through line from the Illinois Central RR connections in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, through Clarksville and Nashville to Lebanon, and from Lebanon east to Harriman where passengers to transfer to the Southern Ry to Knoxville or beyond. 


Passengers traveling east were not likely to board the NC&StL Lebanon Branch. The line was slower owing to its many curves than the TC. Furthermore, fares would have to catch a bus from the old T&P passenger station ½ mile south of Lebanon to the TC depot near the square and transfer to an eastbound train toward Knoxville, an inconvenience they need not bear by riding the TC in the first place. In an effort to retain customers the NC&StL built a spur into downtown Lebanon and erected a new passenger depot just one block south of the square. Nearby, a new freight station was built a few years later. The old T&P station was sold and became a milling warehouse and office space. The old station would survive 101 years until consumed by fire on May 23, 1971.


As if competition from the Tennessee Central wasn’t enough, Lebanon Road had been significantly improved by the thirties; Automobile and truck traffic were robbing the Lebanon Branch of most of its passengers. Amid loud cries of protest from local citizens, the last train left Lebanon on schedule at 12:45 PM on July 13, 1935. It carried 95 weeping passengers, more than the total number of fares who had ridden the train since the beginning of the year. Bands played and hundreds of people came to wave farewell to a beloved old friend they had all grown up with. 


�



ALONG THE WAY


The Route of the Tennessee & Pacific RR


The old Tennessee & Pacific RR grade is now a paved road running west from Lebanon, through Mt. Juliet and into the Hermitage and Donelson areas. It changes its name several times in that stretch. There are depots in Lebanon, Tucker’s Gap and Leeville. And though it’s been more than a half-century since they carried a train overhead, the old T&P bridge piers remain, standing sentinel in the Stones River. First, I’ll discuss the route of the old grade, followed by details about the extant features of the branch.


About ½ mile south of the square in Lebanon, Leeville Pike heads west from its junction with South Cumberland Street. Leeville Pike is paved over the old grade and this intersection is close to its original terminus. On the opposite side of the intersection, Leeville Pike was once called East Depot Street and this is the approximate location of the huge T&P that burned down in 1971. 


Leeville Pike proceeds west, through Lebanon, passing Lebanon Municipal Airport, and continuing several miles until it crosses Tn 109 where its name changes to Old Railroad Road. Tucker’s Gap is located 1.8 miles east of Tn 109.


0.4 miles west of Tn 109, on Old Railroad Road, is the hamlet of Leeville. About 2 ¼ miles farther along, at the corner of Beckwith Road, was the Silver Springs depot. After another 2 ½ miles the road will change its name to Division Street while in the town of Mt. Juliet. After crossing Mt. Juliet Road and leaving town, the road once again becomes Old Railroad Road. Three miles farther west is South Green Hill Road. Here was the site of the Green Hill depot. Notice how close you have been paralleling the old Tennessee Central Ry/Nashville & Eastern RR tracks. Traveling this route it is easier to understand why the competition was tough between the two railroads.


Another two miles west and Old Railroad Road crosses into Davidson County. At the county line the road gets a new name: Chandler Road. Chandler Road is the old railroad grade until it arrives at Old Hickory Boulevard. Between this point and Central Pike, about a mile west, the old grade has been obliterated by land fill.


We leave the old railroad grade for a few moments, but continue west on Chandler Road until it ends at Central Pike. Turn right onto Central Pike and drive about ½ mile to Brandau Road, which is just before the street level Tennessee Central Ry/Nashville & Eastern RR main line tracks across Central Pike. (If you go too far you will come to a railroad bridge passing over Central Pike. This is the TC/N&E branch to Old Hickory and the DuPont plant. Turn around and go back to the street level tracks and look for Brandau Road.)


Turn left onto Brandau Road. You are once again on the old T&P railroad grade. The road continues about one mile until ending at the Stones River. Straight ahead are the old T&P bridge abutments and piers astride the river.


The old grade is obliterated again between the Stones River and Stewarts Ferry Pike in Donelson. The last remaining grade is one mile long McCambell Road which passes between Stewarts Ferry Pike and Donelson Pike, about ½ mile south of Lebanon Road (US 70). Between Donelson and the Briley Parkway-Elm Hill Pike interchange, the topography has been dramatically altered and all traces of the old T&P line are no more. However a few miles of the old T&P tracks still exist in Nashville. To understand their route, we must go to downtown Nashville and backtrack to where we left off.





From downtown Nashville, take 4th Avenue South. Drive beyond the Old City Cemetery and the former site of the Nashville & Decatur RR depot at Clifton Avenue. Continue south until coming to where the NC&StL main line tracks (now CSX Chattanooga Division) cross 4th Avenue, near Hart Street. This is the site of the old T&P Nashville depot. Continue south on 4th Avenue about ¼ mile until coming to the junction of Ensley Blvd/2nd Avenue. Here 4th Avenue becomes Nolensville Road (US 31A). Just south of the junction, look immediately for Moore Avenue of the left. Turn onto Moore Avenue and follow it one block until it ends at the tracks.


The tracks directly in front of you are Tennessee Central Ry/Nashville & Eastern RR tracks. Look to your left and you will see another set of tracks passing over these tracks upon a massive looking arched concrete bridge. The tracks above are the NC&StL main line to Chattanooga again. Almost directly above the bridge, a set of tracks branches off the main line and heads east. This is Lebanon Junction and the branch is the old T&P (NC&StL Lebanon Branch). 


Return to Nolensville Road and head south. Shortly you will cross over the Tennessee Central Ry/Nashville & Eastern RR tracks once again. To your right are the Tennessee State Fairgrounds and Wedgewood Avenue. Continue south on Nolensville Road about ¼ mile to Polk Avenue. Turn left onto Polk Avenue and stay on this road until it ends at Murfreesboro Road (US 41). While on Polk Avenue you will pass over two cuts. The first cut contains the NC&StL main line to Chattanooga. The second cut contains the old T&P/NC&StL Lebanon Branch.


At Murfreesboro Road, turn right. Drive two blocks to Foster Avenue. Turn right onto Foster Avenue. Drive about two blocks, passing under the T&P/NC&StL Lebanon Branch tracks. This was once Mt. Olivet Station. Today the Tennessee State Department of Safety, the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation and a variety of businesses are located here. 


Return to Murfreesboro Road. Turn right and drive south ½ mile to the next traffic light which is Arlington Avenue. Turn left onto Arlington Avenue and follow this short road to Elm Hill Pike. Turn right onto Elm Hill Pike and drive about ¾ mile to Massman Drive. Turn left on Massman Drive. You will quickly come to the T&P/NC&StL Lebanon Branch railroad tracks. Park in one of the parking lots close to the tracks.


A stones throw south of Massman Drive, the tracks cross Mill Creek on a Plate Girder Bridge with concrete abutments and a single stone and concrete pier in the center of the creek. Return to your vehicle and continue around on Massman Drive until it ends at Acorn Street. This is where the branch ends. Notice the many and diverse industries in the area (including the Gibson Guitar factory). These industries are exactly why the NC&StL (later the L&N, and even later CSX) retained this portion of the Lebanon Branch. Turn right onto Acorn Street and drive about two blocks to Elm Hill Pike. As you do so, you can easily see the end of the Lebanon Branch tracks on your left. 


Between Acorn Street and Briley Parkway is a residential neighborhood on the north side of Elm Hill Pike, accessible by either Wanda or Sanborn Street. The old railroad grade is only faintly detectable but may be discerned dividing the neatly manicured back yards between Jade and Crystal Streets on its way toward Briley Parkway.


Mud Tavern was located within the area now comprised of the Elm Hill Pike-Briley Parkway interchange. Between here and Donelson the old railroad grade was obliterated by construction of Briley Parkway, and the building of the hotels and residential areas beyond.





Features of the Lebanon Branch


Lebanon


Just off the square at the corner of Gay and South Cumberland Streets is the brick NC&StL Lebanon Passenger Depot. This is the depot built in 1916 in an effort to make the Lebanon Branch more convenient to use. What remains is in good condition, but for many years now the depot has been merged into another larger brick and wood building. Together the structures comprised what was a Martha White Flour Mill and Warehouse. In 1995 the operation here in Lebanon was taken over by Shenandoah Mills. (Just two blocks west, off Maple Street, is the 1918 Tennessee Central Combination Depot, used today by Nashville & Eastern RR.)





Tucker’s Gap


1.8 miles east of Tn 109 on Leeville Pike is the small wood gothic Tucker’s Gap Depot. Boasting an exaggerated overhang of its eaves, the tiny combination depot was built by the Tennessee & Pacific RR in 1870 or 1871. Privately owned today and used for storage, the building gets a fresh coat of paint every few years. 





Leeville 


Also built in 1870 or 1871 by the T&P, the wood Leeville Combination Depot is found on the north side of Old Railroad Road, 0.4 miles west of Tn 109. Long ago the depot was moved from its original location on the opposite side of the highway (railroad grade) and turn so that one end faced the road. A door and windows were cut into this end, an awning built and gas pumps installed. Viola! The stalwart depot was now a general store and gas station. The new owners also removed the station platform and added a storage room to the northeast corner of the building. Long since closed the building now sits empty and neglected. 





Donelson


The concrete and stone bridge pier and abutments which once supported the T&P/NC&StL Lebanon Branch bridge remain. The abutments are on dry land as the remaining pier (there once were two) spits the current of the Stones River. These are the sole remnants of the branch extant in Davidson County and are found one mile west of Central Pike at the end of Brandau Road. Just 100 yards north is the truss bridge erected by the Tennessee Central Ry in 1911. Today this bridge carries Nashville & Eastern RR and the Broadway Dinner Trains.








� Mud Tavern was located roughly where the junction of Elm Hill Pike and Briley Parkway are today.


� Mt. Olivet Station (later called Easton Station by the NC&StL before abandoning the depot in the mid-1920’s) was located at Factory Street and Foster Avenue. Today the site is about 2 blocks south of Murfreesboro Road on Foster Avenue. The Tennessee Department of Safety, and the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation are located on the site today.








