THE LYNTON AND BARNSTAPLE RAILWAY ASSOCIATION





-	Woody Bay station, a sleepy stopping place at the highest point of the 19mile 	long Lynton & Barnstaple Railway. Opened in 1898, and built to the gauge of 	1'11.5", it had five locomotives, 17 bogie coaches and 32 wagons. Although 	taken over by the Southern Railway in 1923, falling revenue led to its closure in 	1935.





-	And what of Woody Bay today? Little altered since closure, the chalet-style 	station building is still there in its delightful woodland setting complete with 	platforms, even quieter now, but it is about to be brought back to life.





-	In March 1995, as a result of an appeal to the members of the Association, the 	station and nearby land were purchased. Planning permission was granted in 	March 1996 to relay three-quarters of a mile of track, together with other 	works necessary to make the station ready for its new role as the starting point 	for the new Lynton & Barnstaple Railway.





-	Standing some 980 feet above sea-level, Woody Bay station is situated on the 	western fringe of the Exmoor National Park. Passengers on the trains will be 	able to see the glorious view towards the heather-clad Downs of western 	Exmoor, and the sparkling waters of the Bristol Channel at Heddon's Mouth. 	This view is often unseen by the motorists rushing by on the nearby A39.





-	Once the section of line from Woody Bay to Parracombe is open, it is hoped 	that further stages to Blackmoor Gate can be opened with the long-term aim of 	then extending in the opposite direction towards Lynton.





-	Locomotives: work is progressing on a Kerr Stuart "Joffre" steam locomotive. 	This has been named "Axe", to continue the tradition of naming the 	locomotives after Devon rivers. Also owned is a restored Ruston & Hornsby 	48HP diesel locomotive, "Snapper", which will be ideal for hauling works 	trains once track laying starts. Another smaller Ruston & Hornsby 30HP diesel 	is also on loan.





-	The Lynton & Barnstaple Locomotive Group has been set up with the purpose 	of providing new & authentic locomotives for the new railway. It is proposed 	to build a new "Manning- Wardle" 2-6-2T, named "Yeo" (Which was the first 	Locomotive on the old line). There are also plans to construct a replica 	"Baldwin" 2-4-2T, named "Lyn", in the United States, as was the original 	locomotive.





-	Rolling stock: Some items of original rolling stock have survived, and work is 	in hand on the re-building of Coach No.7, from a number of sections that have 	survived the closure. It is hoped that it will be possible to have this vehicle 	completed in time to have it "on the rails" for the Centenary of the line's 	opening in 1998.


	In 1993, the body of bogie brake van No.23, was discovered in a field near 	Georgeham, and was donated to the Association. This is now being restored. 	Sections of the unique Coach No.17, built in Barnstaple at the works of 	Shapland & Petter, are now in the possession of the Association, and rebuilding 	should start soon.





-	Equipment: since the founding of the Association, many items have been 	aquired, ready for the start of rebuilding. A large quantity of rails & sleepers is 	in store. Tools & construction plant are available, and a number of wagons are 	ready for the first works train.





-	Although a date hasn't been set, the L&B will be re-opening sometime in 1998. 	Coach no.7 will be at Woody Bay by then in full working order and all the 	diesels plus Thorpe Park carraiges will be availible. At some point in 1998/ 99 	Brake van no.23 will return to service, and by the new millenium Axe should 	also be in service together with at least one more coach. Give the association a 	few years after that, and Yeo will once again return to service.





-	If you think that this is too long to wait to see the old L&B re-awaken, than 	why not join?... what's stopping you?... You could come along and make that 	difference by helping with publicity, fund raising, restoration, and an ever 	growing list of tasks. So Don't delay... Sign up today!





The Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Association


Membership Rates:





Annual:


Ordinary member	£10.50


Senior Citizen		£7.00


Junior (under 18)	£4.00


Family Membership	£14.50





Life Membership


Individual		£250.00


Couple			£375.00


Individual over 65	£125.00





-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------





APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP





NAME (in full) .........................................................................................................





ADDRESS ..............................................................................................................


..................................................................................................................................


..................................................................................................................................


..................................................................................................................................





POSTCODE ..................................................................





TELEPHONE NO ...................................................................................................





AGE (if under 18) .............................. OVER 65 (tick) ...................





OCCUPATION.........................................................................................................





Enamel Membership Badge £2.00 ............... (tick if required)


I would also like to make a donation (tick if appropriate)





£5 ..........	£10 ..........	£15 .......... 	£25 ..........	£	..........





Please make cheques payable to:


"The Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Association"


Members of the Association automatically become members of the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway Company Ltd., a company limited by guarantee.





Post today to:


Mr D. I. Tooke.


3 Torrs Walk Ave, Ilfracombe,


Devon, ENGLAND. EX34 8AU.


For information contact above address, or phone Nikolaas Barrie on:


(01708) 520025.





DATA PROTECTION ACT


Membership details are held on a computer, solely for the administrive purposes of the Association. Details will not be disclosed to outside bodies. If you do not wish your details to be held on computer, please tick below:





...............





The Association also has a small Web site at the following address:





http://web.inter.nl.net/hcc/H.Vink/l&bcont.htm


