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SCHEDULE OF PSR-NMRA EVENTSSCHEDULE OF PSR-NMRA EVENTSSCHEDULE OF PSR-NMRA EVENTSSCHEDULE OF PSR-NMRA EVENTSSCHEDULE OF PSR-NMRA EVENTS OTHER  EVENTS OF INTERESTOTHER  EVENTS OF INTERESTOTHER  EVENTS OF INTERESTOTHER  EVENTS OF INTERESTOTHER  EVENTS OF INTEREST
Assembled from various sources.  Events may have been submitted by sponsors.  Send corrections,
additions, and future events to the editor at mailhook@sandiegodivision.org.  Events should be of interest
to San Diego Division members.  Division-sponsored  events are listed in bold typeface.

2009
August
8       San Diego Division Summer Meet, San

Rafael Parish Hall, 17252 Bernardo Center
Drive, San Diego, CA 92128, 11:30 - 3:00.

15     San Diego Division  layout tour, Ray
Inbody, O scale

September
2-6   City of Las Vegas, PSR Annual

Convention, Texas Station Hotel, Las Vegas,
NV.  For more info, go to

          http://www.psrconvention.org/2009/
12   San Diego Division  layout tour, Duncan

McRee, HO Scale

October
10    San Diego Division  layout tour, Jack Byers,

HO scale (under construction)

November
7   San Diego Division  layout tour, Bob Moore,

HO scale
14    San Diego Division Fall Meet,San Diego

Model Railroad Museum, 11:30 - 3:00

December
12   San Diego Division layout tour, Don & Kim

Fowler
2010
February
13    San Diego Division Winter Meet, TBA

May
8       San Diego Division Spring Meet and

Annual Meeting,  TBA

July
10-18  NMRA National Convention and

National Train Show, Milwaukee, WI

2009
August
8-9 Chula Vista Live Steamers Run Days, Rohr

Park, Chula Vista, CA.  12 – 3pm.
http://www.chulavistalivesteamers.com/
main.html

15 Glendale Model Railroad Club estate sale at
715 N. Sparks Ave. in Burbank, starting at
8:30 A.M.

15-16 Swap Meet, San Diego Electric Railway
Association, National City Depot, 922 West
23rd St, National City, CA 91950.  Set-up
7:30, Open 8:00 – Noon.  Sellers $5 (provide
your own table), buyers $2.  Coffee and
donuts for sale on site, free parking.  More
info: David Slater - dslater@sdera.org or
619-222-5442.

22 Pacific Desert Lines operating session, San
Diego Model Railroad Museum (N scale),
10am- ??,  RSVP Steve Seidensticker,
sseiden@cox.net.

22 San Diego S-Gaugers (modular) Open
House, 1-5, Encinitas, CA.  For info, see
http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/ , or
e-mail sdsgaugers@yahoo.com.

29 Santa Susana RR Historical Soc. Swap
Meet and Open House. Swap Meet 7:00
a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Open House 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. Santa Susana ParkPavilion. 6503
Katherine Rd., Simi Valley, CA. Admission
$2.00 for adults.
http://www.santasusannadepot.org/
2006swap.htm and
http://santasusannadepot.org/Foundation/
Map.htm
events@ santasusannadepot.org

September
4-7 San Diego S-Gaugers (modular) at San

Diego Model Railroad Museum, 10am –
4pm.

12 Swap Meet. Orange Empire Railway
Museum, 2201 S. “A” Street, Perris, CA
92570: 951-943-3020 or 951-657-2605 http://
www.oerm.org/

13 TTOS Southwestern Division Train Meet. Masonic
Lodge, 50 Duarte Rd., Arcadia, CA, 91007. $5.00
per person, children under 12 free. 818-848-2653
http://www.ttos-sw.org/activities.htm

See the San Diego Division web page calendar for
Other Events of Interest for the balance of the monrh
of September, and October.  Ed.
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CLCLCLCLCLUB CUB CUB CUB CUB CARARARARAR
This feature will run every issue that I receive input
from the clubs.  Use this space to keep us up to date

on your current activities.  Submit announcements to
the editor at any time for the next edition.

It’s been a busy spring and summer at NCMRS.
Serious track layout and bench work planning
continues for a new Peninsula in our recently
completed 1000 sq. foot addition. It seems that
nothing is more fun for a railroad club than planning
for additional track work.

In late June on a Saturday when an article
appeared about our club in the San Diego Union we
had visitors at the door when we opened at 9:00 AM.
The parade of visitors with their junior engineers
who wanted to run trains on our demonstration
layout continued all day long. It was fun to see such
interest in model trains by young and old. The final
visitor count that day was 82.

We have just completed the installation of a three
track test and programming track set up that will
allow members to program their locomotives and set
up consists. As a part of this programming set up we
have installed Decoder-Pro, which when it is fully
operational will allow members to easily setup and
record locomotives CV values. Based on reports from
other clubs who are using Decoder-Pro we expect this
program will allow our members to take full
advantage of their locomotives decoder capabilities.

We are open to the public every Sat from 10:00
am to 4:00 pm. Please see our website
www.ncmrs.org for directions or call 760-722-7366.

The San Diego
Society of N-Scale <http://www.sdsons.org/> will host
an open operating session at it’s Pacific Desert Lines
layout in the San Diego Model Railroad Museum
Saturday August 22 from 10am until everyone is too
tired to run.  Everyone interested in model railroad
operation is invited.  No experience is necessary.  If you
are a novice you will be paired with an experienced
crewman.  Come at any time after 10am and leave
whenever you have to go.

Prototype operation will be simulated with RailOp
generated manifests and switch lists.  Train movement
will be coordinated by a dispatcher issuing track
warrants. Two person crews will handle through
freights, locals, and passenger trains.

Coffee and doughnuts will be served in the
morning and sandwiches will be provided for an early
afternoon lunch, compliments of the club.

The Pacific Desert Lines is one of the largest N-
Scale layouts in the U.S.  If you have never seen it you
have a treat in store.  Come, enjoy the experience,
learn about the operations side of model railroading,
and HAVE FUN!!!

If you have questions or need more information
contact Steve Seidensticker at <sseiden@cox.net>.

We’re shut down.  No,
not really “shut down”;
our bills are paid.  It’s
probably more accurate to
just say, “there ain’t no
trains running right now”
on the Donner Pass Exhibit

(DPE).
Why?  Because of S.C.E.N.E.R.Y.
We discovered long ago, that our electric

locomotives rather dislike running on rails covered
with hydrocal plaster.  As a result, much of our
mainline is covered with protective masking tape,

while our volunteers add the scenery.  And let me tell
you...it can be messy!

Not all of our activities are plagued by “geo-physical-
constipation”.  Just east of Eder, stick pins hold the
roadbed in place for future track expansion.  When the
glue is dry, we’ll remove the pins for the tracklaying
crew that will follow.

Over near the front entrance to our section house,
work is proceeding on the Long Ravine Bridge.  Soon
little 1:160 scale autos and trucks will be able to pass
safely under the Southern Pacific mainline outside of
Colfax, California.

Our older N-Trak layout is fully functional and open
to traffic.

Stop in on any given Saturday morning, from 9:00
to 1:00 PM, to see the work in progress.  You may want
to wear some old clothes in case we put you to work.
For membership or just more information about the
Short Track railroad, please see our website at:
 http://www.shorttrackrr.org/
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Mail Hook
The “Mail Hook” is the official publication of the

San Diego Division, Pacific Southwest Region, National
Model Railroad Association (NMRA®), and is published
quarterly in San Diego, California. The “Mail Hook” is
available to all members of the NMRA® who live in San
Diego and Imperial Counties.

Responsibility: Except for official reports, all
opinions expressed are those of the authors, and do not
necessarily represent those of the San Diego Division
or its parent organizations.

Subscriptions: The “Mail Hook” is available in hard
copy (paper) by subscription at the following rates: $6/
year for NMRA® members, $10/year for non-NMRA®

members, and is mailed First Class.
Delivery: The “Mail Hook” is available in hard copy

(paper) format through paid subscription and at San
Diego Division events. Normal distribution is through
email delivery or on the Division and PSR websites.

Submissions: Contributions of articles on any
railroad or model railroading topic of interest to the
membership are welcome. There is no compensation,
but published articles can be credited to the NMRA®

Author Achievement Certificate. If you are interested
in submitting articles, event information, or other
information of interest to members of the Division,
please follow these guidelines:

1. Preferred method is by email to the editor, with
the submission attached as a text document. Also
accepted are: text document on diskette, printout from
laser or ink jet printer, or typed using new ribbon.

2. Keep in mind that submissions may be edited for
length or formatting, or not used, at the discretion of
the editor.

3. Submission deadlines for publication: January 2,
April 1, July 1, and October 1.

4. If you wish submission materials returned (i.e.,
photos), please include a stamped, self-addressed
envelope with your submission.

SAN DIEGO DIVISION STAFFSAN DIEGO DIVISION STAFFSAN DIEGO DIVISION STAFFSAN DIEGO DIVISION STAFFSAN DIEGO DIVISION STAFF
Director: Don Fowler 619-258-3529 director@sandiegodivision.org
Superintendent: Don Fowler 619-258-3529 superintendent@sandiegodivision.org
Chief Clerk/Paymaster: Ben Sevier 858-538-9863 paymaster@sandiegodivision.org
Achievement Program: Paul Schmidt 760-744-6424 ap@sandiegodivision.org
Clinics: Don Fowler 619-258-3529 donald.fowler@sdsheriff.org
Club Liason: Jack Eiermann 858-547-4410 jceiermann@msn.com
Contests: Rodger Gredvig MMR #218 858-571-7118 pgredvig@nethere.net
Layout Tours: Gordon Miller 619-857-6908 membership@sandiegodivision.org
Mail Hook Editor: Gary Robinson 760-839-5877 mailhook@sandiegodivision.org
Meets: Jim Campbell 619-741-1906 warbonet@cox.net
Member Aid: Bob Schimmel MMR #193 858-273-8511
Membership: Gordon Miller 619-857-6908 membership@sandiegodivision.org
Nominations: (vacant)
Publicity: (vacant)

From the Editor...
Wow, do we have a lot of stuff going on in August!

This will be one of the busiest summers I can
remember.  The calendar for August takes up an
entire column!  Sure to be a fun month.  The highlight
of the month will be the Summer Meet, on August 8.
We will be hosted by Poway Station, who were to have
their annual show at San Rafael parish in Rancho
Berznardo.  Unfortunately, the show has been
cancelled but the meet will go on at that location.  .

We also have a heightened level of model
railroading activity in the San Diego area.  There are
at least two relatively new clubs, and may be a third.
See the articles on S and Z scale clubs, for starters.
Also, one of the Z scalers will be giving a scenery
clinic at the Summer Meet.  His layout is impressive,
and I’m anxious to hear his suggestions.

Thanks to Gordon Miller, we have a full schedule
of layout tours.  He’s scheduled through February
2010, but he’s always on the lookout for more.  If
you’d like to have your layout on the tour, let him
know.  If you’re still “getting ready,” try to shoot for
September 2010, so we can include you on the tour for
the convention.

Don Fowler, the new Division Superintendent, has
published a membership treatise that outlines clearly
some of the things we must do to grow NMRA
membership, and asks for a personal commitment
from each current member.  What can you do to help?

You’ll be seeing some changes coming in The Mail
Hook as well.  These changes are intended to make the
newsletter more readable and enjoyable in the
electronic version, which most of you now receive.
This issue starts the process with a slightly different
layout on many pages, to improve readability.  We’ll
be increasing the use of color pictures in the
electronic version as well.  There are additional
articles and pictures in the web issue.  Check it out.
Other changes will be implemented over the next few
issues.  I’ll be interested in your feedback.
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San Diego Model Railroad Museum
Balboa Park, San Diego
Info: www.sdmodelrailroadm.com

La Mesa Model Railroad Club (HO)
Info: LaMesaClub@att.net
San Diego 3-Railers (O)
Info: (858) 538-0930
San Diego Model Railroad Club (HO & O)
Info: www.sdmrrc.org
San Diego Society of N Scale (N)
Info: www.sdsons.org

Model Railroad Clubs in San DiegoModel Railroad Clubs in San DiegoModel Railroad Clubs in San DiegoModel Railroad Clubs in San DiegoModel Railroad Clubs in San Diego
North County Model Railroad Society (HO)
Oceanside. Info: (760) 722-7366   www.ncmrs.org
Poway Station All Scale Modular Club
Info: www.powaystation.org
Short Track Railroad Club (N)
Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, Vista
Info:  www.shorttrackrr.org
San Diego Garden Railway Society
Info: www.sdgrs.com
ZoCal Group (Z)
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ZoCal
San Diego S-Gaugers
http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/Home

NMRA: www.nmra.org
PSR: www/psrnmra.org
NMRA National Convention  http://www.nmra75.org/
San Diego Division: http://www.sandiegodivision.org/
Arizona Division: www.azdiv-nmra.org
Cajon Division: www.cajondiv.org
Los Angeles Division: www.ladiv-nmra.org/
San Diego Model Railroad Museum: www.sdmodelrailroadm.com
San Diego Rail: www.sandiegorail.com

Online - Web Sites of InterestOnline - Web Sites of InterestOnline - Web Sites of InterestOnline - Web Sites of InterestOnline - Web Sites of Interest

If you would like your club listed, contact
the Club Liason, San Diego Division

San DiegoSan DiegoSan DiegoSan DiegoSan Diego

Model Railroad MuseumModel Railroad MuseumModel Railroad MuseumModel Railroad MuseumModel Railroad Museum
World’s Largest Operating Model Railroad

Museum
1649 El Prado, Balboa Park

Open to the Public
Tuesday through Friday 11:00 - 4:00

Saturday - Sunday 11:00 - 5:00
Admission: Adults $5, Students $3, Seniors $4

Military $2.50, Tuesdays free to all



 

  

 

City of Las Vegas 2009 
Pacific Southwest Region, NMRA®2009 Convention 

September 2nd-6th, 2009 
Presented by the Cajon Division, PSR, NMRA® 

Texas Station Hotel-Casino and Convention Center, Las Vegas, Nevada 
2101 Texas Star Lane, North Las Vegas, NV 89032 (Rancho Rd. at Lake Mead Blvd)  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Name(s)* (1) __________________________________ (2) ______________________________________ 
                 (3) __________________________________ (4) ______________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
City _________________________________________  State & Zip ______________________________ 
Phone & Area Code ________________________ E-Mail** ____________________________________ 
NMRA Member (yes or no) __________  I.D. # _______________  Registration Date _________________ 
Region _________________________________  Home Division _________________________________ 
* As you want it to appear on your badge(s)        ** E-Mail is the preferred communication method

For more info contact Bob Mitchell at   cajondivision@coastinet.com  

FARE   QTY  EACH TOTAL 
Full Registration (Includes Banquet Dinner)  @ $ 99.00  
Spouse & Youth (7-18) Registration (Includes Banquet Dinner)   @ $ 79.00  
Banquet Meal Choice       ⁪___ New York Steak   ⁪___ Chicken  
Full Registration (Excluding Banquet Dinner)   @ $ 65.00  
Spouse Registration & Youth (7-18) (Excluding Banquet Dinner)   @ $ 45.00  
Non-Members are welcome at no additional charge 
However, are encouraged to purchase a 6 month membership Rail Pass 

 
@ $   9.95 

 

Banquet Dinner Only (Guest Speaker is Charlie Getz)  @ $ 45.00  
Bowling for Trains (Division Team Challenge) ~ Wednesday Night  
This is also the site of the Welcome Mixer ~ No Fee ~ Open Bar in Lounge 

 @ $ 10.00  

Day Fare/Per Day (Excludes Banquet) ⁪ Thurs  ⁪ Friday  ⁪ Saturday   @ $ 40.00  
Hobo Breakfast (for qualified Hobos and their guests only ~ Sat Morn)  @ $ 15.00  
Raillette Luncheon ~ Friday  @ $ 15.00  
Convention Car with Decals (Kadee PS-1 Box Car with Data)          @ $ 24.50  

Convention Patches  @ $   3.50  

Convention Pins  @ $   4.00  
Convention T-Shirts                    Circle Choice(s)      S     M     L   XL   2X    3X  @ $ 13.00  
Convention Polo Shirts               Circle Choice(s)      S     M     L   XL   2X    3X  @ $ 27.00  
Manufacture Hands on Clinic (Includes Laser Kit) 4 hrs ~ Saturday AM  @ $ 45.00  
The San Diego Gang’s Hands on Scenery Clinic 3 hrs ~ Friday Afternoon   @ $   5.00  
Layout Bus Tour to Pahrump, Nevada (Includes Sack Lunch) ~ Friday AM  @ $ 30.00  
Hoover Dam Bus Tour (Includes Tour Guide & Chocolate Factory)~Thurs  @ $ 78.00  
Layout Bus Tour Las Vegas (G, O, On3, HO, N) ~ Saturday Morning  @ $ 25.00  
‘Chinese Auction’ Friday Night  (Don’t miss this one)   Free  
 Payment by ⁪ Check to Cajon Division  or ⁪ Credit Card TOTAL $ 
      We will call you for credit card information.  Best Time ⁪ Morning   ⁪Afternoon   ⁪Evening 
      Mail to Charlie Abbott, PSR 2009 Registrar, 8224 Impatients Ave, Las Vegas, NV 89131-4634     or 

      Email to Charlie@abbottstdg.com       or      FAX to 702-871-5463      

Available to Volunteer        ⁪  Wednesday  ⁪ Thursday  ⁪ Friday  ⁪ Saturday 

Hotel Reservations   Room Rates are Wed and Thurs $49  Fri and Sat $70, plus State and Local Taxes. 

Contact Maria Shellhase using her direct number during business hours 702-631-8358.  Or her cell number  
702-425-0650.  (Report any problems to Bob Mitchell at 951-440-9729 cajondivison@coastinet.com )   
or you can contact the Reservation line  800-654-8804, Select #1, Tell Reservation what nights you will be 
attending ~ then tell them you are with the Cajon Division and the Group Code is TCICADV.   

 

mailto:cajondivision@coastinet.com
mailto:Charlie@abbottstdg.com
mailto:cajondivison@coastinet.com


San Diego S-Gaugers 
 

 
  

Open House 
 

Come Run Your “S Gauge” Locomotives 
and Trains on the Club’s Modular Layout 

 

Saturday, August 22, 2009 
From 1 pm to 5 pm 

 

1262 Melba Road, Encinitas 
 

 
 
Our double tracked mainline can accommodate engines and trains from 
vintage American Flyer through the latest releases from S-Helper, American 
Models and Lionel-American Flyer, running highrail or scale wheels. We 
will have AC, DC, and DCC power/control sources available, so whatever 
your equipment runs on just bring your trains and we will provide the juice.  
 
From I-5, exit on Santa Fe Drive eastbound. Turn left onto Crest Drive then 
turn left onto Melba Road. 1262 is the 2nd one on the right. Pull all the way 
down the gravel drive and park behind the house.   
 
 

For additional information, visit our web site at, 
http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/ 
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M A I L
  H O O K

c/o Gary Robinson, Editor
2319 Conway Drive
Escondido, CA 92026

MAIL

LOOK INSIDE FOR THE LATEST NEWS!
• Spring Meet Summary

   •     Z Gauge Railroading in SD
• Layout Tours

Look Inside!

A quarterly publication of the San Diego
Division of the Pacific Southwest Region

of the National Model Railroad Association

HOOK


