


























CLUB CAR

This feature will run every issue that I receive input from the clubs. Use this space to keep us up to date on your current
activities. Submit announcements to the editor at any time for the next edition.

Preparations are well under way for July 31st, when we’ll be holding our 30th
Anniversary Celebration! That’s right, we’ve been running trains in Balboa Park for
30 years. Time flies when you're having fun. We’ll have”birthday” cake, activites
for the kids, and behind the scenes tours (require advance sign up via the web) for
your enjoyment. There’s always something new at the SDMRM!

We also have space left in our summer camp. Our first session is sold out, but

space remains for subsequent sessions. See the web page, which has been updated recently, for more informaton.
http://www.sdmodelrailroadm.com/#/home/4533421363

Lo

On May 1, 2010, members of the San Diego S Gaugers (SDSG) participated in
the S Fest West, hosted by the Southern California S Gaugers Club (SCSGC) in
Arcadia, California. Four modules from the Powell Yard were selected to represent
SDSG’s layout and temporary wings were constructed and clamped on the ends to

gain about
24-inches of
“mainline”
track beyond
the switch
points.

Club members Peter Gagnon, Bob Graves,
Mike Forys and Al Keil set up the modules and
demonstrated the improved control of multiple
trains moving into and out of the yard which is
designed to accommodate all three of the common
wheel profiles and gauging found in S scale, high
rail, and original Gilbert American Flyer. The yard
is seven tracks wide, counting the two mains, and
has a passing siding and one-or-more stub tracks
connected to each main. All of the turnouts are
motorized and are centrally controlled from the
DCC system. A DCC throttle on the AC control
panel provides turnout control to the AC side
operators. For this one special event, we isolated
the innermost track and powered it with TMCC,
thereby demonstrating all three power systems at

once. A Union Pacific Mikado with freight consist ran on that track. Additional photos of the yard can be viewed at
http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/Home/may-2010-s-fest-west

(Photo by Robert Graves, SDSG Webmaster. Used by permission.)

A wireless DCC throttle was available for visitors who wanted to try their hand at operating the DCC equipment
and to practice switching the outer main portion of the yard. Using the AC controls on the back side, the same options
were available on the inner main for visitors who were more traditionally inclined. The event was well attended and
there was a lot of new and used S equipment available from a number of vendors.

The San Diego S Gaugers were well and generously hosted by SCSGC and its many friendly members. We thank
them for their hospitality to us, and congratulate them on the success of the first S Fest West to be held in Southern
California.

We are happy to announce that the club has been invited to show with Poway Station July 31 and August 1 at the
San Rafael Catholic Church in Rancho Bernardo, as well as back to display our modular layout at the San Diego Model
Railroad Museum in Balboa Park, San Diego this Labor Day Weekend.
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Our club is making great progress with the scenery on the Donner Pass Exhibit
Antigue Gas & Steam  (DPE). Visitors remark how far we have come in such a short time. There are some
Engine M“‘“‘:”" major projects running including scenery, buildings, and bridges. We have 3 major
= bridge projects in various stages of construction. Ken Allen is constructing a
roundhouse and turntable that will be a very accurate reproduction of the actual
roundhouse in Roseville, CA. Snow sheds are nearing completion. We are busy
checking clearances to make sure our equipment will operate without a snag.

The
Antique Gas & Steam Engine
Museum (AGSEM) Spring Tractor
Show, held the last two weekends in
June was a great success. Attendance
at both the show and our section
house was up over last year. Visitors
to the section house were treated to
many trains running on both our
NTrak (modular) layout and our
Donner Pass permanent layout. We
had a treasure hunt for children.
They were required to find certain
items or scenes on the NTrak
modules and turn in a correctly filled
out sheet in order to win a prize.
Railroad movies and videos ran
constantly on a big screen.

Operation Sessions at Short Track
get better every month. The June
session lasted until almost 10:30.
Some crewmembers wanted to run,
“Just one more job.” One of the nice things about the organization is operators can run one job and stop, or go
back for more jobs. Typically ajob lasts around 1 hour. Tim Woodard has done a bang up job of scheduling
and tweaking sessions based on
experiences with the previous sessions.
Operating sessions are held the second
Thursday of the month. Guest
operators are always welcome. No
experience necessary. A guest will be
teamed with an experienced operator.
It will all be fun. Trains start
promptly at 7:00PM. Arrive between
6:30 and 7:00 to get briefed and pick
up ajob.

We have a few members working
on their Master Model Railroader
(MMR) through the NMRA
Achievement Program (AP). All are
in various stages of completion, from
just starting and having no certificates
(like me), to almost complete with 6 or
7 certificates. Above, Short Track
members Don Ham (bottom) and
Don Fowler (top) receive AP
certificates from Short Track member Paul Schmitt, MMR. (Pete Steinmetz photos) Paul is the AP chair for the

sta, California
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San Diego Division. The AP helps modelers improve and refine their skills. One thing that has appeared as a
common thread in the process is the help that modelers give others.

* % %

Poway Station had a fun time showing our N scale
layout at the Old Fashioned Fourth of July at Old Poway
Park. Visitors enjoyed the trains, and were intrigued by the
way we're building a mountain to create a tunnel at one
end. The first course of foam is fastened to the module
top, to provide clearance for trains under the rest of the
mountain, which is being built on a base so the whole
mountain will lift off to service the track in the tunnel. It’s
still in progress, so you'll be able to see how we're doing it at
San Rafael.

Our next show is our biggest of the year, at San Rafael Catholic Church in Rancho Bernardo. Since our
current membership isn’t large enough to run the four scales we’ve shown in the past, we’ve invited some
friends to help us out. This year, both the San Diego S Gaugers (SDSG) and the Z Scale modelerZ of

Southern California (Zo-Cal) will display with us. We're looking forward to sharing these great layouts with
our friends at the church.

Zo-Cal has been around a few years, and is growing. Their modules features two tracks down each side of
the module, generally with a scenic divide down the center, so you can only see one side at a time. Modules
can be assembled in a wide array of designs, with special return loop modules used at each end of a peninsula.
The small size of the trains allows the scenery to appear majestic. The larger group just showed at the GTE in
Pomona, and only the San Diego contingent will be joining us. I think you’ll really enjoy their layout!

SDSG has been around about two years, and they’ve shown successfully at the GTE, the WGH, and the
San Diego Model Railroad Museum. This is a small, but dedicated group that does good work. They’re going
to be at the SDMRM again this year over Labor Day weekend.

The Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring their famous Ice Cream Social Saturday. This is always a big
hit with families. Then there will be coffee and donuts on Sunday. We hope you’ll stop by and see us.

Our next show will be Train Song Festival at Old Poway Park, the second Saturday in October. This
event combines live steam (1907 Baldwin 0-4-0), songs about trains, and model railroads, as well as various
crafts and activities for the kids. We’ll have a portion of our HO layout set up, and possibly some of the N
scale as well, depending on the space they have available for us.

Membership is always open. We meet every week, mostly on Wednesdays, except for the last week of the
month. The last week of the month is our business meeting, held the last Tuesday at Old Poway Park. Other
meeting nights may be at members” homes, or at the storage unit where we keep our modules between
shows. Check our web page calendar, or contact president@powaystation.org to check on the meeting location.

* % %

Layout Tours from Page 6

theme. Also, there are many more diesels on Ray’s
layout, in UP, AT&SF, and SP livery.

Both layouts are highly detailed, with period-
appropriate vehilces, signs, and people. It was a real
treat to see them! At right, Burns Texaco is doing a
land office business on Ray’s layout, while Helms
Bakery in the background awaits a delivery of flour.
(Rodger Gredvig photo)
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SAN DIEGO DIVISION STAFF

Director: Gary Robinson
Superintendent: Don Fowler

Chief Clerk/Paymaster: Ben Sevier

Achievement Program: ~ Paul Schmitt, MMR #342

760-839-5877  director@sandiegodivision.org
619-258-3529 superintendent@sandiegodivision.org
858-538-9863 paymaster@sandiegodivision.org
760-744-6424 ap@sandiegodivision.org

Clinics: Don Fowler 619-258-3529 donald.fowler@sdsheriff.org
Club Liason: Jack Eiermann 858-547-4410 jceiermann@msn.com
Contests: Rodger Gredvig MMR #218 858-571-7118 pgredvig@nethere.net
Layout Tours: Don Ham 760-747-7727 layouts@sandiegodivision.org
Mail Hook Editor: Gary Robinson 760-839-5877 mailhook@sandiegodivision.org
Meets: Jim Campbell 619-741-1906 warbonet@cox.net
Member Aid: Bob Schimmel MMR #193 858-273-8511
Membership: Ray Inbody 858-274-2778 membership@sandiegodivision.org
Nominations: (vacant)
Publicity: (vacant)

Mail Hook From the Editor...

The “Mail Hook” is the official publication of the
San Diego Division, Pacific Southwest Region, National
Model Railroad Association (NMRA®), and is published
quarterly in San Diego, California. The “Mail Hook” is
available to all members of the NMRA® who live in San
Diego and Imperial Counties.

Responsibility: Except for official reports, all
opinions expressed are those of the authors, and do not
necessarily represent those of the San Diego Division
or its parent organizations.

Subscriptions: The “Mail Hook” is available in hard
copy (paper) by subscription at the following rates: $6/
year for NMRA® members, $10/year for non-NMRA®
members, and is mailed First Class.

Delivery: The “Mail Hook” is available in hard copy
(paper) format through paid subscription and at San
Diego Division events. Normal distribution is through
email delivery or on the Division and PSR websites.

Submissions: Contributions of articles on any
railroad or model railroading topic of interest to the
membership are welcome. There is no compensation,
but published articles can be credited to the NMRA®
Author Achievement Certificate. If you are interested
in submitting articles, event information, or other
information of interest to members of the Division,
please follow these guidelines:

1. Preferred method is by email to the editor, with
the submission attached as a text document. Also
accepted are: text document on diskette, printout from
laser or ink jet printer, or typed using new ribbon.

2. Keep in mind that submissions may be edited for
length or formatting, or not used, at the discretion of
the editor.

3. Submission deadlines for publication: January 2,
April 1, July 1, and October 1.

4. If you wish submission materials returned (i.e.,
photos), please include a stamped, self-addressed
envelope with your submission.

July is almost gone?!? How did that happen?
There are way too many things I was supposed to
do in July for me to finish up in a week! Not to
mention the unexpected Honey-Do’s that got
thrown my way. But then, that’s why we like
model railroading so much - it lets us escape from
the everyday world into our own little universe,
where everything is just how we want it. Right?
Of Course!

We had a great Spring Meet, and I was out of
town. ButIgot good reports from my stringers,
and you'll find a nice write-up in this issue. Let me
know if I missed anything or anyone (apologies, if
s0). Thanks to Pete Steinmetz for the photos.

We also have the PSR convention coming up in
September. You need to register, if you haven't, as
the fee goes up August 1. We’ll also need
volunteers, and they should be registered for the
convention. We'll try to limit your commitment to
4 hours, but it really depends on how many
volunteers we get. I think you get more out of a
thing when you put something into it, so why not
giveitatry? Mark your registration form that
you’'ll be glad to help out, and the Registrar will
hook you up with the Volunteer Coordinator.

On a sad note, I got word just as we went to
press that the Division has lost a good friend. Bob
Moore, a long time member of the Division, and a
member of Poway Station All Scale Model Railroad
Club, passed from this Earth Saturday morning.
Details regarding a memorial service, flowers, or
donations were not available at press time, but I'll
try to get them out when they’re set. In the
meantime, you can contact me with your questions.
I'll run a suitable tribute next issue.

Gary
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Model Railroad Clubs in San Diego

San Diego Model Railroad Museum
Balboa Park, San Diego
Info: www.sdmodelrailroadm.com
La Mesa Model Railroad Club (HO)
Info: LaMesaClub@att.net
San Diego 3-Railers (O)
Info: (858) 538-0930
San Diego Model Railroad Club (HO & O)
Info: www.sdmrrc.org
San Diego Society of N Scale (N)
Info: www.sdsons.org

If you would like your club listed, contact
the Club Liason, San Diego Division

North County Model Railroad Society (HO)
Oceanside. Info: (760) 722-7366 www.ncmrs.org
Poway Station All Scale Modular Club

Info: www.powaystation.org

Short Track Railroad Club (N)

Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, Vista
Info: www.shorttrackrr.org

San Diego Garden Railway Society

Info: www.sdgrs.com

ZoCal Group (Z)
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ZoCal

San Diego S-Gaugers
http://sites.google.com/site/sdsgaugers/Home

Online - Web Sites of Interest

NMRA: www.nmra.org

PSR: www/psrnmra.org

NMRA National Convention http://www.x2011west.org/

EXTRA 2011 WEST

San Diego Division: http://www.sandiegodivision.org/

2011 NMRA CONVENTION

Arizona Division: www.azdiv-nmra.org

Cajon Division: www.cajondiv.org

Los Angeles Division: www.ladiv-nmra.org/

San Diego Model Railroad Museum: www.sdmodelrailroadm.com

SACRAMENTO, CA

San Diego Rail: www.sandiegorail.com

818-299- 7340

The Whistle Stop

“Youm MoDEL RaiLmasn SHar®
M = HD

S.A, RHODES
W THEWH TN TO FRAKOI ES. Co s

3034 - dAre AvE
Ban Dipco, €& EFiCA

REED'S HOBBY SHOP

* Exclusively Trains =

__ShiE

Sreve Bovee, Ovner
waw.needs-hobbies.com
E-mail: resdsigiabac. com

B039 La Mesa Blvd. La Mesa, CA 91941
(619 464-1672 Fax (619) 44646087

wraea hoblyy1 01 com

HOBBY
CENTRAL

858-693-0373

“San Diego’s Ultimate Hobby Store”

G708 Camoll Cenbre Road, Suite 103 « San Diego, CA 92126
Emall: hobbycentral@@hotmail.com

San Diego

r\.
m Model Railroad Museum

World’s Largest Operating Model Railroad
Museum

1649 El Prado, Balboa Park
Open to the Public

Tuesday through Friday 11:00 - 4:00
Saturday - Sunday 11:00 - 5:00

Admission: Adults $5, Students $3, Seniors $4
Military $2.50, Tuesdays free to all
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Reg #:

Famim Clear to San Diego 2010
Pacific Southwest Region, NMRA® 2010 Convention
September 15-19, 2010

Presented by the San Diego Division, PSR, NMRA®
Handlery Hotel and Resort, San Diego, California

NMRA #: Registration Date:
Name(s)*(1) 2)
* As you want it to appear on your badge
Address Phone (pri)
City State & ZIP Phone (alt)
E-Mail** **E-Mail is the preferred communication method
Region & Home Division Primary Scale
REGISTRATION TYPE QTY EACH TOTAL
Adult Rail (NMRA Member) Reg Only (04/01/2010-07/31/2010) 0 @ $70.00
Adult Rail (NMRA Member) Reg & Banquet (04/01/2010-07/31/2010) 0 @ $105.00
Adult Rail (NMRA Member) Reg Only 08/01/2010 or after 0 @ $80.00
Adult Rail (NMRA Member) Reg & Banquet 08/01/2010 or after 0 @ $115.00
Non-Rail, Spouse, or Adult Family Member, with NMRA member, Reg Only 0 @ $40.00
Non-Rail, Spouse, or Adult Family Member, with NMRA member, Reg & Banquet 0 @ $75.00
Youth (10-17, with paid adult), Reg Only 0 @ $15.00
Single Day — Indicate Day [] Thur [] Fri [] Sat 0 @ $30.00
Banquet Only (for non-rails and youth) 0 @ $35.00
Non-NMRA member surcharge (applied to Rail Pass if eligible) 0 @ $10.00
Extra Fare from reverse (when posted)
Total $ 0.00

Would you be interested in helping out while at the convention? O Yes (O _No, thanks
Would you be willing to give a clinic? Topic: QO Yes (O_No, thanks

Operating session interest? QO Yes (_No, thanks

Make checks payable to: San Diego Division Send registration form and payment to:
Gary Robinson, PSR 2010 Registrar, 2319 Conway Drive, Escondido, CA 92026
Registrar’s contact information: Email: grobbiedobbie@yahoo.com Phone (760) 839-5877
Convention Hotel: Handlery Hotel & Resort, 950 Hotel Cir N, San Diego, CA 92111
Reservations: 619.298.0511 https://www.reservations-page.com/C00180/H00189/be.ashx? - Room Rate $109.00

Submit Reset

Registrar’s Use Only: Cash $ Check $ # Date: / /
g y 0

Registration # Posted: / /
Cancellation policy: Full refund, less $5.00 fee per registrant, when requested in writing (or email) before September 1, 2010
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