
RED CABOOSE
RAILROAD HERALD COASTER

All you need is plastic needlepoint canvas, worsted weight acrylic yarn, a blunt tapestry
needle and some felt for the back of the coaster. Create adaptations of your favorite
railroads for friends and yourself.
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Needlepoint Design Adaption

RED CABOOSE RAILROAD HERALD COASTER

FIG. 1

HALF CROSS STITCH STRAIGHT GOBELIN STITCH

FIG. 2 FIG. 3

To complete this coaster design, you will need
a 26 mesh square of plastic needlepoint canvas,
worsted weight acrylic yarn, a blunt tapestry needle
and felt for the coaster’s back. Basic colors are
listed for the design. Shades vary for each railroad.
Coasters are worked with Half Cross (Fig.1) and
Straight Gobelin (Fig. 2) stitches. Maintain a loose
tension on the yarn as you work. Secure the ends
of the yarn on the back of the coaster by working
the first stitches over an inch long end and by
running the yarn under several stitches before
cutting it.

The Half Cross stitch (Fig. 1) is worked diagonally
across intersecting meshes on the plastic canvas.
The chart  is set up in blocks to indicate the various
colors in the design. A row of color coded blocks on
the chart is the same as a row of intersecting
meshes on the canvas. The ’s on the chart indicate
the outside edge of the canvas and  are finished in
the Straight Gobelin stitch (Fig. 2).

Work the detailed areas of the design first. Work
design areas separately. Avoid long stands of
unworked yarn across the back of the coaster.
Thread the blunt tapestry needle with a 24” length
of yarn. Refer to Fig. 1 and work the Half Cross stitch from left to right. Following the color coded chart, bring the yarn up at position
1, down at 2, up at 3, down at 4 and so forth across the area indicated on the chart. Turn your canvas upside down and, following the
chart, work additional rows in the same manner; i.e., up at 1 down at 2, up at 3, etc. Finish the design and thread your needle with the
color indicated for the Straight Gobelin stitch (Fig. 2). From the back side of the coaster, bring the yarn through an opening along the
edge, position 1. Carry the yarn over the outside edge of the coaster and through the next opening from the back, position 2. Work
around the edge of the coaster placing three stitches in the corners.

To finish a coaster, trim a piece of felt so it’s sightly smaller than the coaster. Miter the corners. Use an adhesive, such as “Tacky
Glue,” to attach the felt to the back of the coaster. Wash the coaster by hand in soap and water or on delicate cycle in a machine. Air dry.

• NOTE • Perfect curves and some angles are impossible to recreate on needlepoint canvas. You may find gaps in some designs
that detract from the overall effect of the Railroad Herald Coaster. Here’s one suggestion for filling in the gaps. Refer to Fig. 3. Select
the fill-in color from leftover pieces of yarn. You’ll be making a stitch on top of two other stitches. From the coaster back, bring the yarn
through the end of a stitch of the same color — one that joins the area you wish to fill in. Slip the needle under and through the middle
of a joining side stitch. Then insert the needle through and under the middle of the right angled stitch above. Finish by pushing the
needle through the end of a joining stitch of the same color. Some experimentation is required to obtain the desired effect.

Railroad Herald Coasters are designed for plastic needlepoint canvas, but the designs also work well in counted cross stitch.
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